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Preliminary Announcement 

The annual meeting of the Association of Modern Language 
Teachers of the Central West and South will take place in Chicago 
on May 6 and 7 next. The present plan is that members shall 
dine together on the evening of the sixth and listen afterwards to 
the presidential address and that a business meeting of the officers 
will follow. On the seventh there will be morning and afternoon 
sessions for the discussion of professional questions. 

Further details will be announced later by the secretary, Pro- 
fessor C. H. Handschin, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. 

A tour to Italy for college students and instructors is being or- 
ganized by the Italy-America Society of which the President 
is Charles E. Hughes. The party will sail from New York on 
June 29, will spend most of July and August in Italy, will have 
several days in Paris, sailing from Havre on Aug. 13. Extensions 
of the tour may be arranged for in case there is sufficient demand. 
The party will, among other things, be present at Ravenna on the 
occasion of the placing of a bronze memorial wreath on Dante's 
tomb as a tribute of American colleges on the six hundredth anni- 
versary of his death. Membership in the party may be secured by 
depositing $60.00 with Irwin Smith, Manager, Italy-America 
Society, 23 W. 43d St., New York. The price of the tour will be 
$600.00 inclusive of all calculable expenses. The Italian govern- 
ment is cooperating with the Society and will give the members of 
the party special opportunities for making the most of their stay. 
Further information will be supplied by Mr. Smith or by A. F. 
Pierce, Jr., American Express Company, 65 Broadway, New York. 

There is a very flourishing Spanish Club at the University of 
Pennsylvania, thanks to the untiring efforts of Prof. Romera- 
Navarro. Meetings are held every other week. The programs, 
furnished by club members and guests, have included songs, plays, 
dances, informal talks in Spanish, recitations and phonograph 
records. When records are played, copies of the words are dis- 
tributed to the members, adding greatly to the interest and en- 
joyment. The plays thus far have been Marcial Dorado's Que 
Felicidad, given by a group from the Kensington High School for 
girls, and the Quinteros' Mariana de Sol presented by club members. 

Washington Notes 

The Northwestern Chapter of the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish met on January 22 at the University of Wash- 
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ington, Seattle. The program consisted of an interesting and 
instructive lecture by Dr. Victor Andres Belaunde, Professor of In- 
ternational Law and Political Science in the University of San 
Marcos, Lima, Peru. Dr. Belaunde is giving a series of four lec- 
tures, three in Spanish and one in English, in all the large univer- 
sities of the United States, under the auspices of the Institute of 
International Education. The lecture given in Seattle was in 
Spanish on the subject, "South America and her Problem." The 
speaker discussed his subject from four points of view: geographic, 
economic, political and diplomatic. 

He spoke of the great handicap to South America in her lack of 
harbor facilities on her west coast; of the great obstacle which the 
Andes present; and of the crying need of capital and the services of 
experts to cope with this geographic situation. Mention was also 
made of the need for greater appropriations to develop the re- 
sources of the plains and mountain districts; of the great handicap 
in lack of adequate means of transportation; of the need of more 
technical education; and of the necessity of assimilating the Indian 
population, which constitutes a peculiar problem for the country. 
The speaker also gave an able presentation of the difficulties in- 
volved in settling the Peruvian plebiscite, and discussed the ad- 
visability of submitting to arbitration the differences between 
Bolivia, Chile and Peru over the matter. 

Dr. G. W. Umphrey, Assistant Professor of Spanish in the 
University of Washington, who spent six months lecturing in the 
chief universities of South America, returned to Seattle the first 
week in January. Dr. Umphrey was the first representative of the 
Institute of International Education to go to South America. 

In the French department of the universities of Washington 
there are seventeen full-time instructors. 

Miss Lucia Lay, instructor in Spanish in the Stadium High 
School, Tacoma, has been granted a leave of absence for the second 
semester. Miss Lay will spend seven months in California and 
Honolulu. 

G. I. L. 

Corrections 

In Miss Ballard's article (December Journal, page 135, para- 
graph 4, line 3) the third symbol should represent the open sound of 
the vowel, [e]. 

In Miss Cameron's report of the meeting of the Chicago 
Teachers of Spanish in the same issue (page 155, paragraph 8, line 
38), the reading should be: escuelas preparatories; page 156 para- 
graph 2, the last line should read : se hollar a instead of se hallard. 
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The item about Miss Marie Tamin (p. 159) should have stated 
that she held for a year a scholarship at Carthage College (111.) 
before entering the University of Chicago. 

The Journal is in receipt of two little pamphlets published by 
the College des Etats-Unis d'Amerique located at 10, Rue de l'Ely- 
see, Paris. One of these is entitled "How to Enter French Univer- 
sities." It gives detailed directions to the student about the 
formalities he must comply with in order to enroll for a degree at a 
French University. The other is entitled "Educational Resources 
in France." This pamphlet is published in a number of different 
editions according to the subject in which the student is interested : 
history, commerce, French literature, engineering, philosophy, fine 
arts, or various natural sciences. Each edition gives information 
about the degrees, the courses, the libraries, and the particular de- 
partment concerned in the various French Universities. Accord- 
ing to the first pamphlet the immediate aim of the College des 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique is to give personal assistance to every 
student who wishes to do advanced work in France, to help him to 
arrange for lodging with French families, to maintain a bureau of 
information, to arrange for special courses at the request of foreign 
students when the demand is great enough to make it worth while. 
The Managing Editor will be very glad to send a copy of this pam- 
phlet to persons interested as long as the supply lasts. 

Western Pennsylvania 

The following letter has been sent to teachers in Western Penn- 
sylvania by Professor Shelton of the Romance department of the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

A n Experiment in the Interest of Science. In the field of Modern 
Languages we are confronted with a presumption, a theory and a 
fact. It is to be presumed that, in view of the numerous and varied 
attacks to which language teachers and teaching have been exposed 
during the last few years that there is a desire among those engaged in 
that unfruitful occupation to so scrutinize the manner and method 
of their teaching and to so thoroughly eliminate all just cause for 
complaint that their group may enjoy the position of respect in 
the world of education to which they feel that it is entitled. In 
theory, the Modern Language Sections of the various teachers' 
associations afford an opportunity for such discussions of aims, 
ways and means as should permit of the gratification of this desire, 
but the fact remains that they have served this intended purpose 
only in an incomplete and unsatisfactory manner. Explanations 
for this condition are abundant and in part convincing. Among 
those offered is the assertion that language teachers, as a whole, 
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are not alive to the weakness of their position and to the necessity 
of fortifying themselves by every means within their power. This 
explanation we do not accept, it being contrary to our experience 
and belief. We do believe, however, that the physical and finan- 
cial difficulties involved in regular attendance upon such meetings 
deprive of their benefits many who would be only too glad to 
enjoy them. Which brings us to the somewhat belated point of 
these observations: is it not possible to provide a more or less 
effective substitute for these facilities, which so many are obliged 
to forego, by placing at the disposal of the teachers of French and 
Spanish of Western Pennsylvania such resources as the Depart- 
ment of Romance Languages of the University of Pittsburgh ha3 
at its command, to serve as a sort of "clearing house" for the 
problems and news of our field and district? This is the experi- 
ment that we propose to attempt, and, if its usefulness proves to 
be such as we hope, the experiment will be extended into a regular 
practice. 

Strength in Unity: Through the students that come to the 
University from the High School we have had a sort of partial 
contact, but our relations have manifested about the same degree 
of harmonious aspiration as exists between the opposing teams in a 
tug of war. We have expended an enormous amount of intelligence 
in making witty and slighting remarks about each other behind 
each other's backs. Does it not seem possible that this same intelli- 
gence, directed toward a better mutual understanding, and to the 
advancement of our common interests, might produce results of 
real value to both parties, giving both a strength of position which 
our divided efforts could never secure? To that end, it will be our 
aim to find a solution to any local problem that may be reported 
to us, to give the widest possible dissemination to all new or novel 
devices for arousing and sustaining interest in our subject and to 
make ourselves generally useful. 

The Modern Language Journal: The December issue of The 
Modern Language Journal contained news of activities in the 
Modern Language field from all parts of the United States, but 
none from Western Pennsylvania. The undersigned was so im- 
pressed by this fact that he wrote at once to the Managing Editor 
of the Journal offering to serve as correspondent for this territory, 
which offer was rashly accepted. Modern Language teachers of 
this district are accordingly advised that all matter of news value, 
such as new plays put on, games or teaching devices invented, 
changes of personnel and the like, should be sent in promptly to be 
forwarded for publication. 

Confessions: As evidence of the open mind with which this 
experiment is undertaken, we wish at the outset to make confession 
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of the justice of certain accusations made of the College by the 
High School. It is unfortunately true that many students coming 
from "direct method" schools find so little opportunity to practice 
spoken French in the translation courses in the University that 
they lose much of the facility of expression that they had acquired 
in the High School. It is equally true that a considerable number 
of students who have made a very fair record in High School are 
allowed to go down to failure in college through neglect of the 
instructors to take such a personal interest in them as would lead 
to discovery and correction of their peculiar difficulties. No ade- 
quate excuse is available for these or numerous other accusations 
equally well founded. It may be said, however, as to the condition 
first mentioned above, that this deplorable state of affairs is due 
in great part to an insufficient allowance of time and to an excessive 
quantity standard for the course, of which no one is more painfully 
conscious than the instructor in charge. For the second evil, 
remedies of various kinds are being sought and it is to be hoped 
that marked improvement will presently be evident. 

To Your Face: Rather than continuing to say it about you, let 
us say to you, that is to some of you, that the complaint we have 
most frequently to make of the student who has begun his language 
in High School is that his training has been extensive rather than 
intensive. He can race through a page of French at a terrific 
speed, but with such inaccuracy of detail, with such disregard for 
stress and accent that the ear alone is helpless, and cannot possibly 
follow him without the aid of the eye. If it is not possible to 
acquire both speed and accuracy, why give the preference to 
speed? 

Dr. R. M. Ihrig of the Department of Modern Languages of 
the Carnegie Institute of Technology was elected chairman of the 
Modern Language Section of the Education Association of West- 
ern Pennsylvania at the meeting on November 27th. 

Dr. C. R. Hoechst of the Schenley High School has devised a 
new verb blank, of which we hope to tell more at a later date. The 
Schenley High School has a French Club with a normal attend- 
ance of over forty. A note of novelty has been given to some of 
its programs by calling upon members of the club for original 
stories in French. Dramatization of "Scenes of Familiar Life" 
(Macmillan), "L'Abbe Constantin" and "Colomba" have been 
interesting and successful. 

After consistent failure in all attempts to conduct a French 
Club at any other hour in the day, the "Cercle Francais" of the 
University of Pittsburgh has selected the lunch hour for its meet- 
ings and is at last in a prosperous condition. Members bring their 
lunch and participate in the programs without apparent difficulty. 
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At the November meeting of the Modern Language Section of 
the Education Association of Western Pennsylvania, Professor 
Gaston Louis Malecot of Washington and Jefferson College gave 
a very interesting demonstration of the theories of the Abbe 
Rousselot in French phonetics, using an assortment of tuning 
forks, tone chambers, etc., to corroborate the figures quoted. 

W. H. Shelton. 

The Journal is in receipt of a bulletin from the Institute of 
International Education (Stephen P. Duggan, Director, 419 West 
117th St., New York) announcing the names of a number of for- 
eign professors now available for teaching engagements in this 
country. Of interest to modern language departments are the 
names of the well known phonetician, Professor Daniel Jones, 
University College, London; Professor R. H. Soltau, University of 
Leeds, History of French and French Literature; Miss Alda Milner- 
Barry, temporary professor of German at University College, 
Galway; Professor Arundell Dell Re, Taylor Institution, Oxford, 
England; Professor Bruno Roselli, Vassar College, who would 
lecture on the subject "Six Centuries of Dante's Spiritual Leader- 
ship"; Professor Jorga, University of Bucharest, the well known 
historian; Mr. Douglas Ainslie, poet and dramatic critic, who 
would lecture among other things on "Croce as Critic, Philosopher, 
and Statesman." Mr. Duggan will be glad to correspond with 
any institution that may be interested. 

Foreign Language Enrollment for New York State During 
the School Year 1919-20 

High Schools: First Year: French 28415, German 272, Italian 
224, Latin 29392, Spanish 23185; Second Year: French 19581, 
German 764, Italian 63, Latin 19218, Spanish 10596; Third Year: 
French 4766, German 1643, Latin 7276, Spanish 3135; Fourth Year: 
French 279, German 184, Latin 2653; Totals: French 53041; 
German 3863; Italian 287; Latin 58538; Spanish 36805. 

Academies: First Year: French 4339, German 351, Italian 85, 
Latin 5995, Spanish 1345; Second Year: French 3213, German 
253, Italian 24, Latin 3843, Spanish 820; Third Year: French 
1551, German 263, Latin 2229, Spanish 228; Fourth Year: French 
456, German 91, Latin 1302; Totals: French 9559, German 958, 
Italian 109, Latin 13369, Spanish 2383. 

Grand Totals: French 62600, German 4821, Italian 396, Latin 
71907, Spanish 39188. 

The Journal is in receipt of a new edition of Professor Hand- 
schin's predetermination test B issued under the auspices of the 
Bureau of Education. The test consists of three parts: seeing and 
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writing, hearing, grammar, and aims through preparatory exer- 
cises based on tests in Esperanto to ascertain which of a given 
group of students have language ability. The tests should be used 
with beginners' sections at the opening of a semester. They are 
intended to throw light on probable success of beginners in foreign 
language. The mimeographed sheets contain full directions for 
giving and scoring the tests. Copies may be obtained by address- 
ing the Bureau of Education, Department of the Interior, Washing- 
ton, D. C, or Professor C. H. Handschin, Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio. 

Arkansas News 

Several high schools of the state are taking part in correspon- 
dence with foreign students under the auspices of the George Pea- 
body College Bureau. 

It is likely that the State University and the State Normal will 
be able to enter on a period of considerable development as to 
buildings and equipment by reason of measures now pending in 
the state legislature, which, if adopted, will enable these institu- 
tions to take care more adequately of the largely increased student 
body. 

Forthcoming Articles and Reviews 

The Journal has on hand for publication, among other things, 
articles by R. T. Holbrook of California: Que veut dire "savoir le 
francais?"; R. M. Ogden of Cornell: The Future of Modern Lan- 
guage in the High School; F. J. Kueny of Maine: On the So-called 
Direct-Method Exercises; W. L. Schwartz of Stanford: Syllabica- 
tion in French and Suggestions for Written Accents on the Letter 
E; J. A. Hess of Kansas: Lecons de choses pour les professeurs de 
francais; and reviews by F. 0. Reed of Wisconsin; B. J. Vos of In- 
diana; A. L. Owen of Kansas; Lester B. Struthers of Indiana; Joel 
Hatheway of Boston; Erwin Escher of Rice Institute; Josette E. 
Spink of the University of Chicago Elementary School; Courtney 
Bruerton of Dartmouth. 

The title of the paper read by Professor G. L. Malecot of 
Washington and Jefferson College at the November meeting in 
Pittsburgh (see January Journal, page 219) was incorrectly 
given. It should have read L' Usage de la phonitique dans I'en- 
seignement de la prononciation. 

The modern language department of Muskingum College, 
New Concord, Ohio, under the headship of Miss Mary E. Sharp 
has organized this year a Cercle Franqais and a Tertulia Espaftola. 
These clubs meet on alternate weeks. The Cercle Franqais has 
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thirty members and is preparing to present Le Voyage de M. 
Perrichon. There are now in the department eighty subscribers 
to Le Petit Journal and fifteen subscribers to El Eco. 

Robert Calvin Ward, for several years professor in the Romance 
Department of Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
has take charge of the Spanish work in Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio. 

Professor Charles P. Wagner of the University of Michigan 
will conduct an excursion to Spain, June 18 to Sept. 5. This trip 
is planned primarily for students of Spanish who wish to combine 
attendance at the summer school in Madrid with a visit to signif- 
icant spots in the peninsula. 

_ The excursion to Spain planned last summer under the leader- 
ship of Professors Ortega and Parmenter, plans for which had to 
be greatly modified because of difficulty in securing steamer space, 
will be undertaken again for the coming summer under the direc- 
tion of Professor Joaquin Ortega of Bryn Mawr. This excursion 
will be made under the general auspices of the Spanish Bureau 
of the Institute of International Education in cooperation with 
the Junta para Ampliacion de Estudios. 



